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101	CRITICAL	DAYS OF	

SUMMER	2014	
 

Risk management has a role in everything we do, both on and off duty. 

It continues to be the job of the safety professionals to provide guidance 

to all Airmen about the dangers of the season. Airmen use sound risk 

management every day on duty and, while the main focus of the Critical 

Days of Summer campaign is off duty activities, Airmen must use the 

same risk management techniques in all circumstances. 
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Chapter 4: Traffic 

Topic:  Driving Preparedness 


According to the National Safety Council, “More than 90% of crashes are due to human error,” said John 
Ulczycki, vice president of Strategic Initiatives at the National Safety Council. Human error is just another 
way of saying no personal risk management techniques were used.  

“Drivers are taking a lot of risks on our roads today – people are speeding, driving impaired from alcohol 
and drugs, not wearing seat belts, talking on phones, reading or sending email and texts, and parents are 
letting teens drive before they are ready. We all need to look at the risks we take and the resulting harm that 
may be caused to ourselves and others. Many of these 35,200 fatalities last year surely involved people 
taking risks they thought they could handle. Sadly, they were wrong,” continued Ulczycki.  

During the 2013 Critical Days of Summer campaign period, the Air Force lost 16 Airmen in vehicle 
fatalities, both PMV-2 and PMV-4. That was 76 percent of the total number of fatalities. 

The following story illustrates what will happen when you neglect to do all you can for safe driving.  

An Airman was injured and tragically lost his father in an accident and neither wore a seat belt. This is his 
story. He was travelling with his spouse and father to the local downtown area. The Airman was driving his 
father’s car and they were on a ten lane divided highway. After several minutes there was a loud noise. The 
left rear tire tread of the car came off the tire while they were going at high speed. The Airman attempted to 
brake, but lost control and began to fish tail. He attempted to correct the skid, but overcorrected causing 
the car to cross a lane of traffic. The car rolled several times down an embankment, struck a tree on the side 
of the road and came to rest on the driver’s side, in front of the tree. Without a seat belt, the Airman was 
ejected from the car during one of the rollovers. Emergency responders quickly arrived on scene and he was 
taken to a hospital by ambulance. He was treated for multiple severe injuries and spent more than two 
months in the hospital. His father, also without a seat belt, was partially ejected from the vehicle. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 

This didn’t have to happen. Protect yourself and your families, friends and co-workers. When you’re the 
driver, it is your responsibility to do everything possible to keep your passengers safe.  

As you prepare for your summer trip, remember your car needs preparation too. It’s not fun to have to stop 
for maintenance on your way. Below is a list of some things to inspect (not a complete list): 

 Cooling system to keep your engine from overheating 
 Air conditioning 
 Tire tread 
 Brakes 
 Battery 
 If you use a trailer, ensure it’s road-worthy  

 We all know there are many hazards when driving. Some are unavoidable, for example: sudden weather 
changes, a tire blowout, or other vehicles. For a safer trip remember these tips: 



                                                                                                                                                                                                   
         

 

 

 
  
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 Don’t text or talk on your cell phone while driving – even hands-free. If you need to make a call, 
check road or weather conditions or respond to a text, wait until you stop in safe place, such as a 
rest stop or parking lot. 

 Don’t program your mobile GPS while you are driving. Either have a passenger do it or stop in a 
safe place. 

 Share the driving with other passengers to avoid fatigue. 
 Rest – driving while drowsy can be fatal. Even a 20 minute nap can do wonders. 
 Schedule your trip to allow for frequent breaks. Take time to pull over at rest stops to stretch 

your legs and focus your head. 
 Stop for food or beverages. Avoid eating while driving. 
 Don’t fall into the trap of driving while angry – aggressive driving kills. 
 Always wear your seat belt. 

Find more information at these websites:  

http://www.petrolprices.com/summer-driving-tips.html 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jasonfogelson/2012/06/07/summer-driving-tips/ 
http://www.rd.com/advice/how-to-avoid-5-costly-summer-driving-hazards/ 
http://www.driverside.com/auto-library/how_to_prep_your_car_for_summer-428 
http://www.dmv.org/how-to-guides/summerize-car.php 
http://autorepair.about.com/od/seasonal/a/summerize.htm 
https://www.my.af.mil/trips/af/Login.aspx 
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